
40th ANNUAL CONFERENCE

CHANGING 
TIDES
VOICES FOR EQUITY, 
INCLUSION & ACCESS

CONFERENCE:  
WED. MAY 13 - FRI. MAY 15, 2020
PRE-CONFERENCES:  
TUES. MAY 12 & WED. MAY 13, 2020
AT ASILOMAR CONFERENCE GROUNDS 
IN PACIFIC GROVE

California Mental Health Advocates
for Children and Youth

SPONSORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES

WHO ATTENDS?
Our attendees include parents, caregivers, youth, 
family advocates, general and special educators, 
state department officials, policymakers, 
professional advocates, public and private mental 
health providers and representatives from child 
welfare, juvenile justice, and substance use/misuse. 
CMHACY has established a safe environment 
where everyone from all walks of life is on equal 
ground. Through the conference’s rustic setting and 
unceremonial (or relaxed) culture, we encourage 
informal interaction among consumers, providers, 
policy makers and advocates.

WHAT IS THE CMHACY CONFERENCE? 
The California Mental Health Advocates for Children 
& Youth (CMHACY) conference is the most recognized 
and longest standing conference for children’s mental 
health in the state of California. Our annual conference 
is California’s premier event for all interested in learning 
about, advocating for and promoting policies, programs 
and practices that enhance the well-being of vulnerable 
children, youth and families. As we commence the 
planning of our 40th annual conference, we look back at 
how far we’ve come since 1980—growing from a small 
group of 40 county children’s coordinators to over 600 
attendees in 2019.

Years



PARTNER WITH US
WHAT IMPACT DOES MY SPONSORSHIP MAKE?
Sponsors of the 40th annual CMHACY conference help provide a life-
changing experience for all participants, as well as help support the 
continuous advocacy and educational activities of CMHACY. Sponsors 
gain visibility and increased brand awareness through logo and material 
presence at the event, mentions in media outreach and inclusion in 
conference marketing materials. 
Your sponsorship helps provide a safe place for voices that often 
go unheard. As a sponsor, your contributions assist in establishing 

DESCRIPTION OF BENEFITS:
Exclusivity:  
Only one 40th Anniversary Organizational Partner  
will be accepted. Our 40th Anniversary Organizational 
Partner will receive top-level recognition during all 
pre-conference marketing, throughout the conference, 
at all post-conference forums/webinars and will be 
listed on all of CMHACY’s marketing materials through 
December 2020. 
1st Right of Refusal for 2021 Conference:  
40th Anniversary Organizational Partner will have the 
opportunity to reserve the title with benefits of our 
2021 Organizational Partner. 
Listed as Organizational Partner: 
40th Anniversary Organizational Partner will be listed on 
all CMHACY materials through 12/20.
Opening Remarks:  
40th Anniversary Organizational Partner will have  
the opportunity to give a brief welcome at the opening 
plenary session. 40th Anniversary Organizational Partner 
and Visionary Sponsors will be thanked and mentioned 
during the opening remarks of the conference. 
Onsite Signage:  
CMHACY will design and provide large signs 
showcasing Visionary Sponsors and higher. Signs  
will be displayed in Merrill Hall where all plenary 
sessions occur. 
Mentioned in Event Press Releases:  
Advocate Sponsors and higher will be highlighted and 
thanked in all event press releases. 

SPONSOR 
BENEFITS

40th Anniversary 
Organizational 

Partner $40,000

Visionary 
$15,000

Champion 
$10,000

Advocate 
$5,000

Partner 
$2,500

Friend 
$1,000
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1st Right of Refusal for 
2021 Conference •

Exclusive 2020 Partner •

Opening Remarks 5-Minute  
Address Mention

Onsite Signage • •
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scholarships for youth, family advocates, parents and caregivers. Our commitment to building bridges among all 
mental health stakeholders is what makes our conference unique and effective. 
Hear what one of our parent attendees from 2019 had to say: 

 I am very grateful to your organization for selecting me for a scholarship. It was the only way I could  
have attended. I learned so much over the 4-day conference. The plethora of information I now have  
will allow me to be a more successful and prepared parent and advocate for my 2 foster-adopted  
special needs children within the educational system and with medical and mental health professionals. 

Sponsorship highlights YOUR leadership in supporting statewide efforts to ensure the availability of high quality, 
accessible behavioral health services for vulnerable children and parents in California.  

Your meaningful sponsorship not only undergirds conference activities but also goes towards our scholarship fund to 
provide financial support for our youth and parent/caregiver attendees. CMHACY is a 501c3 nonprofit organization, 
and your sponsorship may be tax-deductible. 40th ANNUAL CONFERENCE

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO 
CUSTOMIZE YOUR SPONSORSHIP:
Don’t see exactly what you are looking for? 
Contact us to create a custom package. 

Cecily Hendricks 
2020 Conference Coordinator 
(831) 200-3679  |  Info@CMHACY.org

Table at Conference:  
Partner Sponsors and higher are provided 1 table at our 
new “Welcome Reception” on Wednesday at 5:30pm 
after our opening plenary session to promote their 
organizations to attendees. The reception is open to 
all attendees and will include hors d’oeuvres, poster 
presentations and will showcase our Sponsors.
Complimentary Conference Registration:  
All sponsors receive complimentary registration to the 
conference based on level of commitment (Please note 
that lodging is not included). Sponsors may donate their 
registrations for scholarships if so desired. 
Recognition on Event Website, Emails & Social Media:  
All sponsors will receive recognition on all conference 
marketing materials including the CMHACY website, all 
conference emails, the online registration platform, and 
thanked on social media based on level of commitment.  
Recognition in Conference Program (Print & Digital):  
All sponsors will receive recognition in the printed 
program and digital conference app (Guidebook) used by 
conference attendees based on level of commitment. 
Display on Screen at Plenaries:  
All sponsors will receive recognition on a rotating 
slideshow prior to all plenary sessions based on level  
of commitment. 

“
”

Years

Interested in our 40th 
Anniversary Organizational 
Partner sponsorship opportunity?
In celebration of CMHACY’s 
40 years, we are offering an 
exclusive 40th Anniversary 
sponsorship partnership 
opportunity. We want to ensure 
all benefits are tailored to your 
organization’s needs. Contact us 
to review and customize benefits.



ABOUT CMHACY
Our mission is to empower and expand the coalition of individuals in California 
who work to uplift and enhance the lives of all children, youth and families.

California Mental Health Advocates for Children and Youth (CMHACY) 
is a diverse group of passionate stakeholders who promote high quality 
behavioral health services for children, youth, and families. Comprised 
of parents, caregivers, youth, family advocates, general and special 
educators, state department officials, policymakers, professional 
advocates, public and private mental health providers and representatives 
from child welfare, juvenile justice, and substance use/misuse disorders, 
CMHACY’s signature event is the annual conference held at the 
picturesque Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove.

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Nancy Shea, President 
Steve Elson, Treasurer
Laura Heintz, Secretary
Veronica Coates 
Melissa Jacobs
Rene Lozano
Debbie Manners 
Tanya McCullom
dave neilsen 
Monica Nepomuceno
Marni Sandoval
Christine Stoner-Mertz
Richard Weisgal 
Marty Giffin, Executive DirectorCalifornia Mental Health Advocates

for Children and Youth


